Diploma Programme
Programme du diplome

Programa del Diploma

© International Baccalaureate Organization 2026

All rights reserved. No part of this product may be reproduced in any form or by any
electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems,
without the prior written permission from the IB. Additionally, the license tied with this
product prohibits use of any selected files or extracts from this product. Use by third
parties, including but not limited to publishers, private teachers, tutoring or study services,
preparatory schools, vendors operating curriculum mapping services or teacher resource
digital platforms and app developers, whether fee-covered or not, is prohibited and is a
criminal offense.

More information on how to request written permission in the form of a license can be
obtained from https://ibo.org/become-an-ib-school/ib-publishing/licensing/applying-for-a-
license/.

© Organisation du Baccalauréat International 2026

Tous droits réservés. Aucune partie de ce produit ne peut étre reproduite sous quelque
forme ni par quelque moyen que ce soit, électronique ou mécanique, y compris des
systemes de stockage et de récupération d’informations, sans [l'autorisation écrite
préalable de I'IB. De plus, la licence associée a ce produit interdit toute utilisation de tout
fichier ou extrait sélectionné dans ce produit. L'utilisation par des tiers, y compris, sans
toutefois s’y limiter, des éditeurs, des professeurs particuliers, des services de tutorat ou
d’aide aux études, des établissements de préparation a I'enseignement supérieur, des
fournisseurs de services de planification des programmes d’études, des gestionnaires de
plateformes pédagogiques en ligne, et des développeurs d’applications, moyennant
paiement ou non, est interdite et constitue une infraction pénale.

Pour plus d’informations sur la procédure a suivre pour obtenir une autorisation écrite
sous la forme d’une licence, rendez-vous a I'adresse https://ibo.org/become-an-ib-school/
ib-publishing/licensing/applying-for-a-license/.

© Organizacion del Bachillerato Internacional, 2026

Todos los derechos reservados. No se podra reproducir ninguna parte de este producto
de ninguna forma ni por ningin medio electrénico o mecanico, incluidos los sistemas de
almacenamiento y recuperacion de informacién, sin la previa autorizacion por escrito del
IB. Ademas, la licencia vinculada a este producto prohibe el uso de todo archivo o
fragmento seleccionado de este producto. El uso por parte de terceros —lo que incluye,
a titulo enunciativo, editoriales, profesores particulares, servicios de apoyo académico o
ayuda para el estudio, colegios preparatorios, desarrolladores de aplicaciones y
entidades que presten servicios de planificacion curricular u ofrezcan recursos para
docentes mediante plataformas digitales—, ya sea incluido en tasas o no, esta prohibido
y constituye un delito.

En este enlace encontrara mas informacién sobre cémo solicitar una autorizacién por
escrito en forma de licencia: https://ibo.org/become-an-ib-school/ib-publishing/licensing/
applying-for-a-license/.

International Baccalaureate”
Baccalauréat International
Bachillerato Imtemacional




L

Diploma Programme
Programme du dipléme

Programa del Diploma

World religions
Standard level
Paper 1

12 May 2026

Zone A afternoon | Zone B afternoon | Zone C afternoon )
Session number

1 hour 15 minutes

Instructions to students

* Write your session number in the boxes above.
* Do not open this examination paper until instructed to do so.
* Answer a total of five questions selecting at least one question from:
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Answer a total of five questions, selecting at least one from each section. Answers must be written
within the answer boxes provided.

Section A

Answer at least one question. Answers must be written within the answer boxes provided.

Hinduism
Study the passage below and answer the questions which follow.

1. Truly, there is no purifier in this world like knowledge. The person who has perfected Yoga
finds it [knowledge] in the Self in time. One who is full of faith, who is devoted to it, and who
has subdued all the senses, obtains this knowledge; and, having obtained the knowledge,
goes at once to the supreme peace.

Bhagavad Gita 4:38-39 (adapted)

(a) Identify three teachings in this passage. [3]

(b)  Explain the importance of Jnana (path of knowledge) to Hindus. [6]
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Buddhism

Study the passage below and answer the questions which follow.

2. It is difficult to find one word to explain the whole concept of the term dukkha/dukha as the
First Noble Truth, and so it is better to leave it untranslated than to give an inadequate and
wrong idea of it by conveniently translating it as “suffering” or “pain”.

What the Buddha Taught, p. 17 (adapted)

(a) Identify three teachings in this passage. [3]

(b) Explain Buddhist teachings about the causes of dukkha/dukha. [6]
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Sikhism
Study the passage below and answer the questions which follow.
3. | claimed for myself the possessions of others, sucked into the whirlpool of reincarnation.
All are travellers, who have gathered under the tree, held by their many bonds.
The Company of the Holy is stable and permanent; there, the Lord’s Praises are sung.

Nanak seeks Sanctuary.

Guru Granth Sahib 537 (adapted)

(a) Identify three teachings in this passage. [3]

(b)  Explain how reaching the sach khand (realm of truth) is freedom for Sikhs. [6]
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Section B
Answer at least one question. Answers must be written within the answer boxes provided.
Judaism
Study the passage below and answer the questions which follow.
4. They say that for the first thirteen years of a person’s life the Evil Urge is greater than the
Good Urge. There in his mother’s womb, a person’s Evil Urge grows with him. After he

emerges into the world he starts breaking the Sabbath and nothing is there to stop him.
After thirteen years the Good Urge is born.

Avot D’Rabba Natan 16:2 (adapted)

(a) Identify three teachings in this passage. [3]

(b) Explain Jewish beliefs about free will. [6]
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Christianity
Study the passage below and answer the questions which follow.
5.  Jesus replied, “You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal,

you shall not give false testimony, honour your father and mother,” and ‘love your neighbour

as yourself.”

“All these | have kept,” the young man said. “What do [ still lack?”

Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions, and give to the poor,

and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”

Matthew 19-21 (adapted)

(a) Identify three teachings in this passage. [3]

(b) Explain why living by the teachings of Jesus is not the only thing needed for salvation
within Christianity. [6]
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Islam
Study the passage below and answer the questions which follow.
6. When death comes, a person says: “O my Lord! send me back to life, so that | may work
righteousness in the things | neglected.”
“By no means! It is but a word they say.”

Before them is a Partition until the Day they are Raised up.

Qur’an 23:99-100 (adapted)

(a) Identify three teachings in this passage. [3]

(b) Explain why Muslims believe Allah punishes some for a period of time after death. [6]
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Section C
Answer at least one question. Answers must be written within the answer boxes provided.

Taoism
Study the passage below and answer the questions which follow.

7. The Great Virtue is to follow the Tao and only the Tao.
The Tao is shadowy and intangible.
Intangible and evasive, and yet within it is a form.
Evasive and intangible, and yet within it is a substance.
Shadowy and dark, and yet within it is a vital force.
This vital force is real and can be relied upon.

Lao Tzu, Tao Te Ching 21 (adapted)

(a) Identify three teachings in this passage.

[3]

[6]
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Jainism
Study the passage below and answer the questions which follow.
8.  Jains believe harmful action (himsa) result in karmic bondage; this means the soul is invaded
and weighted down by subtle matter which ensures that at death the jiva is reborn in this or

another world (samsara).

Harmless Souls: Karmic Bondage and Religious Change in Early Jainism
with Special Reference to Umasvati and Kundakunda, p. 1 (adapted)

(a) Identify three teachings in this passage. [3]

(b) Explain Jain teachings about samsara. [6]
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Bah&d’i Faith
Study the passage below and answer the questions which follow.
9.  You are the fruits of one tree, and the leaves of one branch. Deal with one another with the
utmost love and harmony, with friendliness and fellowship. He Who is the Daystar of Truth

bears Me witness! So powerful is the light of unity that it can illuminate the whole earth.
The One true God, He Who knows all things, Himself testifies to the truth of these words.

Baha'u’llah, Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, p. 14 (adapted)

(a) Identify three teachings in this passage. [3]

(b) Explain how Baha’is work towards achieving salvation. [6]

§ 0T |

P




Disclaimer:

Content used in IB assessments is often taken from authentic, third-party sources. The views expressed within them
belong to their individual authors and/or publishers and do not necessarily reflect the views of the IB. Sometimes fictitious
companies, products or individuals are included in assessments; any similarities with actual entities are purely coincidental.
Any trademarks™ or registered® trademarks included are used for illustrative purposes only, and use does not imply any
affiliation with or endorsement by the International Baccalaureate.

References:

1. Anon, n.d. Bhagavad Gita 4:38-39. Translated by Swami Sivananda, 2000. Divine Life Society. [pdf online] Available at:
https://www.dIshq.org/download2/bgita.pdf [Accessed 29 April 2025]. Source adapted.

2. Thero, Sri W. R., 2001. What the Buddha Taught. Oxford: Oneworld Publications, p. 17. Source adapted.

3. Sikhs.org, n.d. Sri Guru Granth Sahib English Translation 537. Khalsa Consensus. [online] Available at:
https://www.sikhs.org/english/eg50.htm [Accessed 29 April 2025]. Source adapted.

4. Anon, n.d. Avot D’Rabba Natan 16:2 (adapted). Available at: http://www.sefaria.org. [Accessed 14 May 2025].
Source adapted.

5. Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), © 2001 by Crossway, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. ESV Text Edition: 2025. The ESV text may not be quoted in any publication
made available to the public by a Creative Commons license. The ESV may not be translated in whole or in part into any
other language. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

6. Anon, n.d. The Holy Qur’an 23:99-100. Translated by A. Y. Ali, 1934. [online] Available at: https://quranyusufali.com/23/
[Accessed 29 April 2025]. Source adapted.

7. Lao Tzu, n.d. Tao Te Ching 21. Translated by T. McCarroll, n.d. [pdf] Available at: https://archive.org/details/
taosacredway0000laoz [Accessed 29 April 2025]. Source adapted.

8. Johnson, W.J. and Kundakunda, 1995. Harmless souls: karmic bondage and religious change in early Jainism with
special reference to Umasvati and Kundakunda. Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass Publishers. Source adapted.

9. Baha'u’llah, n.d. Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, (translated by Shogi Effendi) Available through Bah&’i Reference.

§ | |
12EP11




L

Please do not write on this page.

Answers written on this page
will not be marked.

12E

12

P

|






